
Sources for Preachers to learn about Rabbinic Ideas (First Century A.D.) 
 

David Bivin & Roy Blizzard, Jr. – Understanding the difficult words of Jesus (New 
Insights from a Hebraic Perspective), Center for Judaic-Christian Studies, Austin, 
Texas. 

W. D. Davies – Paul and Rabbinic Judaism (Some Rabbinic Elements in Pauline 
Theology), Torchbooks. 

Hermann L. Strack – Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash, Atheneum. 
Martin Hengel – The ‘Hellenization’ of Judaea in the First Century after Christ, Trinity. 
Lee I. Levine – Judaism and Hellenism in Antiquity (Conflict or Confluence?), 

Hendrickson. 
Pinchas E. Lapide – Hebrew in the Church (The Foundations of Jewish-Christian 

Dialogue), Eerdmans. 
George W.E. Nickelsburg, Ancient Judaism and Christian Origins (Diversity, Continuity, 

and Transformation), Fortress. 
Frederick J. Murphy – Early Judaism (The Exile to the Time of Jesus), Hendrickson. 
David Daube – The New Testament and Rabbinic Judaism, Hendrickson. 
J. Julius Scott, Jr., Jewish Backgrounds of the New Testament, Baker. 
Everett Jerguson – Backgrounds of Early Christianity, Eerdmans. 
Samuel Sandmel – Judaism and Christian Beginnings, Oxford. 
Larry R. Helyer – Exploring Jewish Literature of the Second Temple Period (A Guide for 

New Testament Students), IVP. 
Gabriele Boccaccini – Roots of Rabbinic Judaism, Eerdmans. 
John J. Collins – Between Athens and Jerusalem (Jewish Identity in the Hellenistic 

Diaspora), 2nd edition, Eerdmans. 
Adin Steinsaltz – The Essential Talmud, Basic Books. 
John Macdonald – The Theology of the Samaritans, SCM Press. 
Robert T. Anderson & Terry Giles – The Keepers (An Introduction to the History and 

Culture of the Samaritans), Hendrickson. 
Jean Danielou – The Theology of Jewish Christianity, Westminster Press. 
Martin McNamara – Targum and Testament, Eerdmans. 
Oskar Skarsaune – In the Shadow of the Temple (Jewish Influences on Early 

Christianity), IVP. 
Dan Cohn-Sherbok – Judaism (History, Belief and Practice), Routledge. 
Danby – The Mishnah, Oxford. 
Shmuel Safrai, editor, The Literature of the Sages (First Part: Oral Tora, Halakha, 

Mishna, Tosefta, Talmud, External Tractates), Compendia Rerum Iudaicarum ad 
Novem Testamentum, Van Gorcum Fortress Press. 

Michael E. Stone – Jewish Writings of the Second Temple Period (Section Two: The 
Literature of the Jewish People in the Period of the Second Temple and the 
Talmud—Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha, Qumran Sectarian Writings, Philo, 
Josephus), Van Gorcum Fortress Press. 

Troels Engberg-Pedersen – Paul and the Stoics, WJK. 


