Bibliography to help a person “Think Hebrew!”

(Selective: Books highly recommended are given the following
evaluations—excellent, very good, good)

Achtemeier, Paul J. and Elizabeth. The Old Testament Roots of Our Faith. Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1962. Excellent.

Aharoni, Yohanan et al. The MacMillan Bible Atlas. 3 ed. MacMillan, 1993.

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. Basic Books (HarperCollins), 1981. Good.

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Poetry. Basic Books (HarperCollins), 1985. Good.

Bailey, Kenneth E.. Poet & Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1983. Excellent.

Barr, James. Biblical Words for Time. rev., Naperville: Alec R. Allenson Inc., 1969.

Beale, G.K. John’s Use of the Old Testament in Revelation. Sheffield: Sheffield
Academic Press, 1998.

Beale, G.K. The Right Doctrine From the Wrong Texts? Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994.

Beale, G.K. The Temple and the Church’s Mission: A biblical theology of the dwelling
place of God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004. Excellent.

Birch, Bruce C. What Does The Lord Require? The Old Testament Call to Social
Witness. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1985.

Bloch, Abraham P. The Biblical and Historical Background of Jewish Customs and
Ceremonies. New York: KTAV Publishing House, 1980.

Bloch, Abraham P. The Biblical and Historical Background of the Jewish Holy Days.
New York: KTAV Publishing House, 1978.

Block, Daniel I. The Gods of the Nations. Rev. ed. Evangelical Theological Society
Studies. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000. Very good.

Botterweck, G. Johannes; Ringgren, Helmer; Fabry, Heinz-Josef; eds. Theological
Dictionary of the Old Testament. Volumes I-XV, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974-
2006. 15 volumes. Excellent.

Bowen, Barbara M. Strange Scriptures That Perplex the Western Mind. Grand Rapids:
Eermans, 1965

Brenner, Athalya. The Israelite Woman: Social Role and Literary Type In Biblical
Narrative. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1985. Good.

Bright, John. The Authority of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1967.

Bright, John. A History of Israel. 4™ ed. Philadelphia: Westminster, 2000.

Bright, John. The Kingdom of God. Nashville: Abingdon, 1953. Excellent.

Bruce, F.F. New Testament Development of Old Testament Themes. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1968. Excellent.

Bruce, F.F. The Time is Fulfilled Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978. Excellent.

Brueggemann, Walter. The Land. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977. Very good.

Capon, Robert Farrar. The Parables of the Kingdom. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985.
Excellent.

Capon, Robert Farrar. The Parables of Grace. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. Excellent.

Capon, Robert Farrar. The Parables of Judgment. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989.
Excellent.



Cate, Robert L. Old Testament Roots for New Testament Faith. Nashville: Broadman,
1982. Very good.

Chase, Mary Ellen. Life and Language In The Old Testament. New York: W.W. Norton
and Co., 1962. Good.

Cragie, Peter C. The Problem of War in the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eermans,
1978. Very good.

Curid, John D. Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1997.

Davidman, Joy. Smoke on the Mountain: An Interpretation of the Ten Commandments.
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1974. Excellent.

Dyrness, William. Themes in Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove: InterVarsity
Press, 1979. Excellent.

Ellis, E.E. Paul’s Use of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.

Erman, Adolf. Life In Ancient Egypt. New York: Dover, 1971.

Fitzmyer, Joseph A., S.J. The Semitic Background of the New Testament. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1997.

France, R.T. Jesus & the Old Testament. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1971.
Excellent.

Frankfort, Henri. Ancient Egyptian Religion. New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1948.

Freeman, James M. Manners and Customs of the Bible. Plainfield: Logos International,
1972. Good.

Fretheim, Terence E. God and World in the Old Testament: A Relational Theology of
Creation. Nashville: Abingdon, 2005. Excellent.

Gilbertson, Merrill T. The Way It Was in Bible Times. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1959.

Gluech, Nelson. Hesed In the Bible. Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College Press, 1967.

Gowan, Donald E. Eschatology in the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.

Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times. Chicago: Moody, 1987.
Good.

Greidanus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1999. Very good.

Habel, Norman C. The Land Is Mine: Six Biblical Land Ideologies. Minneapolis:
Fortress, 1995.

Harris, Douglas J. The Biblical Concept of Peace. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1970.

Harrison, R.K. Old Testament Times. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970. Very good.

Hebert, A.G. The Throne of David: A Study of the Fulfillment of the Old Testament in
Jesus Christ and His Church. Madison: ACEF, Inc., 1984. Excellent.

Hoerth, Alfred J. Archaeology and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.

Hoerth, Alfred J.; Mattingly, Gerald L.; Yamauchi, Edwin M.; eds. Peoples of the Old
Testament World. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994. Very good.

Johnston, Philip S. Shades of Sheol: Death and Afterlife in the Old Testament. Downers
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002. Excellent.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. The Messiah in the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1995. Excellent.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Toward an Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1978. Excellent.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. The Use of the Old Testament in the New. Chicago: Moody Press,
1985. Good.



Kauffeld, Eugene P. Divine Footprints: Christ in the Old Testament. Milwaukee: The
Northwestern Press, 1983. Good.

Keel, Othmar. The Symbolism of the Biblical World: Ancient Near Eastern Iconography
and the Book of Psalms. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997. Excellent.

Keel, Othmar, and Christoph Uehlinger. Gods, Goddesses and Images of God in Ancient
Israel. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1998.

Kitchen, Kenneth A. On the Reliability of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2003.

Kline, Ralph W. Israel In Exile. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979.

Kohler, Ludwig. Hebrew Man: How he looked, lived, and thought. Nashville: Abingdon,
1956.

Lamsa, George M. Idioms In The Bible Explained. New York: A.J. Holman Co., 1978.

LaSor, William Sanford. Daily Life In Bible Times. Cincinnati: Standard, 1966.

Livingston, G. Herbert. The Pentateuch in its Cultural Environment. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1974. Excellent.

Lowery, Richard H. Sabbath and Jubilee. St Louis: Chalice Press, 2000.

Malina, Bruce. Windows on the World of Jesus. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox
Press, 1993. Very good.

Matthews, Victor. Manners and Customs in the Bible. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1988.
Very good.

Matthews, Victor and Benjamin, Don. Old Testament Parallels. 2" ed., Paulist Press,
1997.

Matthews, Victor and Benjamin, Don. The Social World of Ancient Israel: 1250-587
B.C.E. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1993. Excellent.

McKenzie, Steven L. Covenant: Understanding Biblical Themes. St. Louis: Chalice
Press, 2000.

Miller, Patrick D., Jr. The Divine Warrior in Early Israel. Atlanta: SBL, 2006.

Milton, John P. God’s Covenant of Blessing. Madison: ACEF, Inc., 1965. Excellent.

Mitchell, Christopher Wright. The Meaning of BRK ““To Bless” In The Old Testament.
Atlanta: Scholar’s Press, 1987. Very good.

Nemet-Nejat, Karen Rhea. Daily Life in Ancient Mesopotamia. Westport: Greenwood,
1998.

Oppenheim, A. Leo. Ancient Mesopotamia: Portrait of a Dead Civilization. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1977.

Pilch, John J. and Malina, Bruce J. eds. Handbook of Biblical Social Values. Peabody:
Hendrickson, 1998. Very good.

Roberts, Vaughan. God’s Big Picture: Tracing the story-line of the Bible. Downers
Grove: InterVarsity, 2003.

Robertson, O. Palmer. The Christ of the Covenants. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980.

Ryken, Leland. How to Read the Bible as Literature. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.
Very good.

Ryken, Leland; Wilhoit, James C.; Longman, Tremper, I1I; Gen. Eds. Dictionary of
Biblical Imagery. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. Excellent.

Sakenfeld, Katharine Doob. The Meaning of Hesed In The Hebrew Bible: A New Inquiry.
Eugene: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 1978. Excellent.



Sandy, D. Brent and Giesse, Ronald L., Jr. Cracking Old Testament Codes. Nashville:
Broadman & Holman, 1995. Very good.

Scott, J. Julius, Jr. Jewish Backgrounds of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1995. Very good.

Snaith, Norman H. The Distinctive Ideas of the Old Testament. New York: Schocken
Books, 19609.

Snell, Daniel. Life in the Ancient Near East. Boston: Yale University Press, 1997.

Soden, Wolfram von. The Ancient Orient: An Introduction to the Study of the Ancient
Near East. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985.

Turner, George. Historical Geography of the Holy Land. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973.

VanGemeren, Willem. ed. The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology
and Exegesis. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. 5 volumes.

Walton, John H. Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament (Introducing the
Conceptual World of the Hebrew Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. Excellent.

Walton, John H. Covenant: God’s Purpose, God’s Plan. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.
Excellent.

Walton, John H.; Matthews, Victor H.; and Chavalas, Mark W. The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: Old Testament. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,
2000. Excellent.

Weiss, G. Christian. Insights Into Bible Times and Customs. Chicago: Moody Press,
1972.

Westermann, Claus. Blessing in the Bible and the Life of the Church. trans. by Keith
Crim. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978.

Wilson, Marvin R. Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith. Grand
Rapids: Eeredmans, 1989. Very good.

Woude, A.S. Van Der. Gen. Ed. The World of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1989. Very good.

Wright, Christopher J.H. An Eye for An Eye: The Place of Old Testament Ethics Today.
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1983.

Wright, Christopher J.H. Knowing Jesus Through the Old Testament. Downers Grove:
InterVarsity Press, 1992. Excellent.

Wright, Christopher J.H. The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative.
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2006. Excellent.

Wright, Christopher J.H. Walking in the Ways of the Lord: The Ethical Authority of the
Old Testament. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1995.



